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heated plains and the icy peaks strong currents of
air are set in motion. And no sooner had Mallory's
party got outside the shelter of the ice blocks on
the North Col than they were struck with the full
blast of the raging air sweeping on the mountain
from the north-west. The party was provided with
wind-proof clothing, but it was of no more avail
than are " waterproofs" against tropical rain.
The wind tore through windproof garments,
through woollen garments, through the very flesh,
right into the bones. It penetrated everything.
And it not only penetrated : it exerted pressure.
Laden porters could scarcely keep their foothold
against it.
Norton describes the mountain above North Col
as " an easy rock peak with no ice or crevasses."
But he was addressing the Alpine Club when he
used the word " easy " and the Alpine Club speak
in a different language from the rest of the world.
The mountain may be easy in this language, but
it must obviously be steep or snow would be lying
on it. And how steep it is we can gather from
the fact that whenever we hear of a climber drop-
ping anything we also invariably hear that it has
disappeared. Through this tearing wind the party
had to make their way up the steep rocky Face
Edge of Everest.
Camp V was to have been established on the
east or sheltered side of the ridge at about 25,300
feet. But at about 25,000 feet the porters became
exhausted. (It is well again to remind ourselves